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beyond words 2023
welcome to

Welcome to Beyond Words 2023! 

This is the 8th year for Beyond Words, and to-
night we look forward to presenting you with 
an inspiring evening that celebrates the Library 
and the communities it serves.  First, we have the 
pleasure of introducing Ayana Mathis, bestselling 
author and, most recently, an American Academy 
in Berlin Prize Fellow. She joins HPL Ambassa-
dor Duby McDowell in conversation on our stage 
to talk about books and the power of storytelling.

We also pay tribute to Luke Bronin tonight, the 
67th Mayor of the City of Hartford and Ex Of-
ficio member of Hartford Public Library’s Board 
of Directors. This year’s recipient of the Caroline 
M. Hewins Medal, Mayor Bronin was a critical 
driver in developing the City/Library partnership; 
a partnership that has become a model for cities 
across the country showcasing the transformative 
power of public libraries as civic anchors. 

This event would not be possible without our 
sponsors and donors. We are so grateful for their generous support and their heart-
felt commitment to HPL and the people we serve.

And we look forward to 2024, when we will celebrate our 250th anniversary and 
open a restored and renewed downtown Library, 

Cordially,

Bridget E. Quinn, President and CEO   David S. Barrett, Chair, Board of Directors
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Cel·e·brate [séllə bràyt] - Show happiness 
that something good or special has happened 

The Mandell-Braunstein Families

are pleased to Sponsor the
Hartford Public Library

Beyond Words 2023

Congratulations Mayor Bronin for  
the Caroline M. Hewins Medal of Honor

HtfdLibAd_2023.indd   1HtfdLibAd_2023.indd   1 9/12/23   11:16 AM9/12/23   11:16 AM
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sponsors
beyond words 2023

PRESENTING

Beth & Rick Costello

Floyd W. Green III Donna and Samuel Stout

CAROLINE M. HEWINS 
MEDALIST 

BOOK

NOVEL

POETRY

CHAPTER



7

individual sponsors and donors
beyond words 2023

PATRON TABLES
Andrew Diaz-Matos and Josye Utick
Cate Grady-Benson
Margaret Sweetland Patricelli and 

Robert Patricelli 
Phyllis Shikora and Douglas A. Cohen

INDIVIDUAL TABLES
Sara and Edward Lashetski
Bridget E. Quinn
Gilda and David Roncari
Gerri and Tim Sullivan

PATRON TICKETS
David S. Barrett
Ethel F. Davis
Catherine and Terry D’Italia (2)
Mary and Robert LaPorte (2)
Jenny Minton Quigley and Dan 

Quigley (2)
Pamela and Peter Sobering (2)
Mark Socha and Maura McNulty (2)
Rachel Taylor

DONORS
Alexander Adami
Kathleen and Sherwood Anderson
Patti Broad
Valerie Bryan
Donna Collins
Brie Quinby and Evan Cowles
Andrew Diaz-Matos and Josye Utick
Mary-Louise Diaz-Matos
Jack and Alice Ellovich
Karl and Alison Fisher
Sandra Bender Fromson
Walter and May-Wo Giger
Ann and Patrick Kenny
Donna Larcen and Ronna Keil
Mandell-Braunstein Family Foundation
Michelle and Rick Milczanowski
Hon. Daniel A. and Dr. Rebecca A. 

Morris
Beth Putnam
Jenny Minton Quigley and Dan 

Quigley
Thomas Ritter and Christine Keller
Pieter and Barbara Roos
Wanda N. Seldon
Phyllis Shikora and Douglas A. Cohen
Sandra and Andrew Stern
Robyne Watkin-Anson and Mark 

Anson
Sally Weisman
Nancy Wheeler and Tom Willits

As of October 27, 2023



8



9

beyond words 2022
photos from
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beyond words committee
thank you to our

Sarah G. Needham
SPONSORSHIP CHAIR

Meryl Braunstein
Cate D’Italia
Jennifer DiBella
Karen Fitzgerald
Ruth Fitzgerald
Cate Grady-Benson
Marion Griffin
Sara Lashetski

Lois Lewis
Nancy Macy
Joyce Mandell
Duby McDowell
Jenny Quigley
Phyllis Shikora
Donna Stout
Midge Tilney
Robyne Watkin-Anson

Daniel P. O’Shea
HONORARY CHAIR
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thanks tonight’s author
beyond words 2023

We would like to welcome Ayana 
Mathis to Hartford Public Library’s 
Beyond Words and thank HPL 
Ambassador Duby McDowell for 
talking with Ayana onstage tonight!
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 5, 2:30 PM
Albany Library
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10, 4:00 PM
Barbour Library
THURSDAY, JANUARY 18, 3:30 PM
Camp Field Library
THURSDAY, JANUARY 25, 4:00 PM
Downtown Library, Center for 
Contemporary Culture
TUESDAY, JANUARY 30, 3:00 PM
Dwight Library

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 4:00 PM
Boundless Library @ Rawson
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1:30 PM
Park Street Library @ the Lyric
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 4:00 PM
Ropkins Library
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 4:00 PM
Boundless Library @ West Middle
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 5:30–7:00 PM (EVENING EVENT)
Downtown Library, Center for 
Contemporary Culture

1774–2024
hartford public library

Hartford Public Library has a long and proud history as an anchor of civic life in the City of 
Hartford. The year 2024 marks the 250th anniversary of HPL’s founding as the Library Company 
in 1774. We are so excited to celebrate this milestone with our community and to kick off the next 
250 years with all of you.

Join us as we celebrate with birthday parties throughout the city. Puppets, storytelling, face paint-
ing, and so much more happening at all of our locations!

Join us for these special events!
JUNE
Parade at Summer Learn Kick Off – Date TBD
JUNE THROUGH AUGUST
Hartford History Family Scavenger Hunt, more details to come!
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 5:00 PM
Fundraiser at Thomas Hooker Brewery, we will un-
veil the special edition HPL 250th brew!
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Serving the neighborhoods 
where we work and live.

Eversource.com

We are proud to support this year’s Beyond Words fundraiser,

benefiting the Hartford Public Library and celebrating their 

critical role in our community.
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Mayor Luke Bronin Selected as

Caroline M. Hewins Medalist

Mayor Bronin has demonstrated unwavering support for HPL in 
his eight years in office and during his tenure as a member of Li-
brary’s Board of Directors. Under his leadership, and in partner-
ship with the HPL Board and administration, the City/Library 
partnership has become a model for cities across the country 
showcasing the transformative power of public libraries as civic 
anchors in the community. 

THE CAROLINE M. HEWINS MEDAL
The extraordinary civic example and life of Caroline M. Hewins, the revolutionary librarian who 
helped create Hartford Public Library and who significantly enlarged the very idea of the public 
library in America, deserves a wider audience. Ms. Hewins believed that everyone should have 
a library card and access to books. The book itself now has many more forms, but what it rep-
resents—learning and opportunity—has never been more important.

The Caroline M. Hewins Medal recognizes an individual who embraces the City of Hartford and 
its people, who breaks the mold and provides service of a revolutionary kind, who stretches the 
boundaries of a social or cultural institution with a humanistic approach to public service, and 
who shows strong guardianship of and advocacy for the basic right of equal access to information 
and opportunity.

2023 caroline m. hewins medalist
mayor luke bronin

2016
LOUISE BLALOCK
former HPL Chief 
Librarian, 1994–2008 

2017
SHARON R. 
O’MEARA†
Director of Community 
Investment, HFPG—for 
support of The American 
Place

2019
TAI SOO KIM

award winning Hartford 
architect and philanthropist

2018
SANDY & 

HOWARD† 
FROMSON

Hartford artists, 
entrepreneurs and 

philanthropists

 † - Deceased

PAST CAROLINE HEWINS MEDALISTS
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NUMBERS. PEOPLE.

It takes balance.

©2023 CliftonLarsonAllen LLP. Investment advisory services are offered through CliftonLarsonAllen Wealth Advisors, LLC, an SEC-registered investment advisor. 

CPAs  |  CONSULTANTS  |  WEALTH ADVISORS

860-561-4000 
West Hartford

CLAconnect.com

We’ll get you there.
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leadership
hartford public library

LEADERSHIP TEAM
Bridget E. Quinn
PRESIDENT AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER  

Gwen Cannon
DIRECTOR OF HUMAN RESOURCES

Leticia Cotto 
CUSTOMER EXPERIENCE OFFICER 

Gina Federico
DIRECTOR OF CORPORATE & FOUNDATION 
RELATIONS

Marie Jarry
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICES 

Brenda Miller
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CULTURE AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Homa Naficy
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, THE AMERICAN PLACE 

Gilda Roncari 
DIRECTOR OF DONOR RELATIONS 

Mary T. Tzambazakis
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
David Barrett, Chair
Karen Taylor, Vice Chair
Rick Costello, Treasurer
Steven M. Harris, Secretary
Arunan Arulampalam
Melvyn Colón
Andréa Comer
Carlos Galdamez
Floyd W. Green III
Suzanne M. Hopgood
Sara Lashetski
Sarah G. Needham
Daniel P. O’Shea, Jr.
Mark Overmyer-Velázquez
Margaret Sweetland Patricelli
Phyllis Shikora 
Tyrone V. Walker
Hon. Luke Bronin, Mayor, Ex Officio
Geraldine Sullivan, Director Emeritus
Bridget E. Quinn,  President & CEO

Ana G. Alfaro
Aura Alvarado
John F. Alves Jr.
Kristina Baldwin
Amy M. Barron
Mubera Bećirović
Jamey Bell
Shelley Best
Russell Blair
Louise Blalock
Catherine Blinder
Meryl Braunstein
Kathleen Bromage
William M. Brown
Joe D. Calafiore
Jo Champlin Casey
Barbara Chatfield
Kristen M. Clark
Susan B. Clemow
Julio Concepcion
Mark Contreras
Miguel A. Correa
Bill Costen
Mary B. Coursey
Mally Cox-Chapman
Charmaine Craig
Suzette DeBeatham-

Brown
Andrew Diaz-Matos
Jennifer DiBella
Marc A. DiBella
Jessica Dickens
Catherine C. D’Italia
Terry M. D’Italia
Anne Melissa Dowling
Judy Dworin
Ruth Fitzgerald
Jerry Franklin
Rhona C. Free
Sharron Freeman
Sandra Fromson
Brian Gallagher
Marilda Gándara
Joe Gianni
Aaron Gill
Leslie Giordano​
Cate Grady-Benson

Constance Belton Green
Marion Griffin
Liz Gruber
Violette O. Haldane
Carrie Hammond
Bradley Harper
Duncan Harris
Howard Hill
Abigail Jewett
Edward C. Keith III
Linda J. Kelly
Deborah Kritzman
Mary LaPorte
Courtney Larkin
Barry Lastra
Cynthia Laurencin
Rick P. Lawrence
Joseph F. Lea
Lois F. Lewis
Nancy Macy
Jane Macy-Painter
Joyce Mandell
Nelba Márquez-Greene
Katherine Martin
Gilberto Martinez
Antonio J. Matta
Duby McDowell
Bernie Michel
Thea Montañez
Christopher Montross
Brenda Mulero
Shannon Mumley
Leah T. Murchie
Nina A. Musumeci
Jeanna Grimes Ogbar
Cheryl Ann O’Meara
Daniel I. Papermaster 

Esq.

Brewster Perkins
Sharon Pope
Jenny Minton Quigley
Tisa Rabun-Marshall
Cynthia W. Reik
Enid M. Rey
Belle K. Ribicoff
Cynthia Rider
Jason Rojas
Nellie Uccello Romaine
Janice Rossetti
Marilyn E. Rossetti
Katie Russo
Kim Schwarz
Constanza Segovia
Marc Shafer
John Simoneau
Robert H. Smith Jr.
Sharon W. Smith
Mark Socha
Tara Spain
Michael Stotts
Donna M. Stout
Bethany Sullivan
Gerri P. Sullivan
Timothy J. Sullivan Jr.
Deidre M. Tavera
Rachel Taylor
Charles A. Teale Sr.
Carla Ten Eyck
Midge Tilney
Josye Utick
Robyne Watkin-Anson
Shawn T. Wooden
Andrew Woods
Lyle D. Wray
Hyacinth M. Yennie

HPL AMBASSADORS

2023 Ambassador 
of Distinction
Nancy Macy



22

COMMUNITY.  
IT’S MORE THAN 
JUST WHERE  
WE WORK.

Helping people achieve all that they can is at the heart of what we do at The Hartford every day.  
And we’re proud to be a part of the Hartford Public Library Beyond Words 2023 and stand behind  
our local communities.

TheHartford.com

The Hartford Financial Services Group, Inc. (NYSE: HIG) operates through its subsidiaries, under the brand name, The Hartford, and is headquartered in Hartford, Connecticut.  23-CR-2128504 © September 2023 The Hartford
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Hartford Hospital, 

Trinity College, 

and 

SINA 

are proud to support

Hartford Public Library

Photo of SINA’s 2023 REACH Book Author 
Contest Awards Ceremony in partnership with  

Park Branch @ the Lyric 

In Partnership with Connecticut Children’s,  
Hartford Hospital, and Trinity College

www.sinainc.org
www.hartfordhosp.org www.trincoll.edu

wi()in—tontrust.‹o)
����� :&T �an� 3orporation an› its subsi›iaries. 1(( ri—hts reserve›.
Support provi›e› by The :&T 3haritab(e 5oun›ation an› its ‹orporate sponsor ”i()in—ton Trust, ;.1.

Ŀņ'Őņ ” (ŐoōŅ őō((oŐŌņŐ of 3”ŐŌfoŐŅ Ķō’liň 6i’Ő”Őǿ'ő ĭņǿonŅ ĿoŐŅő ����.

Ŀilmin‹Ōon ľŐōőŌ ”nŅ 7&ľ ĭ”n— őō((oŐŌ Ō›ņ (ņo(lņ ”nŅ oŐ‹”niz”Ōionő w›oőņ 
miőőion iő Ōo im(Őovņ Ō›ņ (l”ňņő ”nŅ ő(”ňņő w›ņŐņ wņ livņ, woŐ—, ”nŅ (l”ǿ. ľo‹ņŌ›ņŐ, 
wņ offņŐ oōŐ Ōimņ ”nŅ ŐņőoōŐňņő ”nŅ ņnňoōŐ”‹ņ oŌ›ņŐő Ōo –oin ōő.
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beyond words
2023

Please donate!
Your donation makes our  

community a better place!


