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welcome to

Dear Friends,

Welcome to Beyond Words 2025, Hartford Public Library’s annual
celebration of the transformative power of libraries and the
communities they serve. We are so grateful that you are here with us
tonight. Friends, supporters, and champions who share our belief
that libraries are far more than buildings filled with books. They are
places of connection, opportunity, and hope.

This year’s event is significant as we mark two remarkable
milestones in our shared journey. We celebrate 25 years of The
American Place, a pioneering program that has empowered
thousands of immigrants, refugees, and new Americans to build
brighter futures through education, citizenship, and community. We
also honor 10 years of Beyond Words, a decade of gathering
together to lift up the Library’s mission and affirm the role of
storytelling, learning, and creativity in shaping Hartford’s future.

As we reflect on these achievements, we also look ahead, with
optimism and purpose, to the next chapter. Hartford Public Library
remains committed to innovation, inclusion, and inspiration.

Together, we will continue to expand access to knowledge, nurture
understanding across cultures, and strengthen the heart of our
community.

Thank you for being part of this celebration and for standing beyond
words with us—believing in what libraries make possible.

With gratitude and determination ,
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> Bridget E. Quinn Karen Taylor
President and CEO Chair, Board of Directors
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program

WELCOME

KEYNOTE
Ocean Vuong with Thea Montanez

THE AMERICAN PLACE 25" YEAR TRIBUTE
FUND THE MISSION

CAROLYN M. HEWINS AWARD
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving
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SpoNsors

PRESENTING
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BANK OF AMERICA

THE AMERICAN PLACE

Mandell-Braunstein Family Foundation

CAROLINE M. HEWINS
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BOOK
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POETRY CHAPTER
Eversource Fire by Forge
Legrand Liberty Bank

Margaret Sullivan Studios
TKSP
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individual sponsors and donors

NOVEL TABLES PATRON TABLES
Beth and Rick Costello Cate Grady-Benson
Marilda Gandara and Scott O'Keefe Bradley Harper and Scott Walter

Phyllis Shikora and Doug Cohen Dan and Angela O'Shea

Susan Holmes and Bessy Reyna
Hartford Healthcare, SINA, and Trinity College
UCONN Hartford

INDIVIDUAL TABLES

James and Susan Finnegan Bridget E. Quinn
Karen Fitzgerald Gilda Roncari
Carlos Galdamez TAP Table

Mary LaPorte Gerri and Tim Sullivan

Sara and Edward Lashetski Rachel Taylor

Margaret and Robert Patricelli (2)

CHAPTER TABLES

Floyd W. Greene lll
Lois and Edward Lewis
Donna Stout

PATRON TICKETS

Elizabeth Appleman Diane Mack (3)
Michele Brophy Leah and Stewart Murchie
Catherine and Terry D'ltalia Brewster Perkins
Karl Fisher Brie Quinby and Evan Cowles
Frank Hagaman Christina and Ezra Ripple
Hannah Granfield-Horton and Barnaby Horton Charles and Elizabeth Stewart
Marian Kellner and Tim McLaughlin Allan and Sally Taylor

Karen Taylor

as of 10.30.2025
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You're an inspiration to us all

Hartford Public Library is making a difference in our community.
Serving as a hub for learning is just one of the many ways you connect neighbors and
support families. Extending your abilities and resources throughout the community

with collaboration, creativity, and compassion makes you a true leader.

We're proud to support Hartford Public Library.

Visit us at bankofamerica.com/hartford

©2023 Bank of America Corporation | ENT-297-AD

BANK OF AMERICA %7
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Caroline M. Hewins medalist

This year, the honor will be presented to the Hartford
Hartfgrd Fgu ndation Foundation for Public Giving for their transformative
FOR PUBLIC GIVING grantmaking and deep commitment to equity and public
service. The award recognizes those who provide
revolutionary service to Hartford and champion equal access
to opportunity—values that HFPG exemplifies.

THE CAROLINE M. HEWINS MEDAL

The extraordinary civic example and life of Caroline M. Hewins, the revolutionary librarian who helped create
Hartford Public Library and who significantly enlarged the very idea of the public library in America, deserves a
wider audience. Ms. Hewins believed that everyone should have a library card and access to books. The book
itself now has many more forms, but what it represents—Ilearning and opportunity—has never been more
important. The Caroline M. Hewins Medal recognizes an individual or organization who embraces the City of
Hartford and its people, who breaks the mold and provides service of a revolutionary kind, who stretches the
boundaries of a social or cultural institution with a humanistic approach to public service, and who shows strong
guardianship of and advocacy for the basic right of equal access to information and opportunity.

2016

LOUISE BLALOCK

PAST CAROLINE
HEWINS MEDALISTS

Former HPL Chief
Librarian, 1994-2008

2017 2018

SHARON R. SANDY & HOWARD Tt

O’MEARA t FROMSON

Director of Community Hartford artists,

Investment, HFPG—for entrepreneurs and

'sjc;:pport of The American philanthropists
ace

2019 2023

TAI SOO KIM LUKE BRONIN
Award winning former Hartford Mayor
Hartford architect and and HPL Board
philanthropist Member

T - Deceased
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(- is a Proud Sponsor of the
0 A |e I l: Hartford Public Library: Beyond Words 2025

www.aresmgmt.com

At Ares, we envision a world in which all people benefit from equitable access to
knowledge, resources, and opportunities so that they can achieve their full potential.

Nt intended as investment advice or as an offer to sell er a solicitation of an offer to buy limited partner interests in any fund or any other securities.

TSKP STUDIO proudly supports
Hartford Public Library’s
Beyond Words 2025:

Celebrating 25 Years of
The American Place!

We create spaces where
communities gather
& stories unfold.

TS K p ARCHITECTURE | PLANNING | INTERIORS
STUDIO

tskp.com (860) 547-1970
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thank you to our committee

Marilda Gandara Sarah G. Needham Marion Griffin
SPONSORSHIP CHAIR  Sara Lashetski
Bradley Harper Lois Lewis
HONORARY CO-CHAIRS Meryl Braunstein Nancy Macy
Cate D’ltalia Joyce Mandell
Donne DiBella Duby McDowell
Jennifer DiBella Jenny Quigley
Karen Fitzgerald Phyllis Shikora
Ruth Fitzgerald Donna Stout
PUBLIC. Cate Grady-Benson Midge Tilney

LIBRARY

Hannah Granfield-Horton  Robyne Watkin-Anson

THE KAMAN FOUNDATION

BABY A GRAND

CONCERTS RUN FROM
JANUARY — APRIL

H HARTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY

11
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[1legrand’

IMPROVINGLIVES IN THE

COMMUNITIES WHERE WE LIVE AND wonlt""

Legrand is proud to support
Hartford Public Library and the Beyond Words event.

Founded in 2014, our Better Communities program improves lives
through volunteerism and philanthropy.

Our volunteers support local non-profits in three focal areas:
Better Homes & Neighborhoods, Better Schools, and Better Well-Being.

CORPORATE SOCIAL
(SR | REsPONSIBILITY

LEGRAND




beyond words

thank you to tonights author

T R 2

E M. P _EsRuaR

We want to welcome Ocean Vuong to
Hartford Public Library’s Beyond
Words and thank HPL Ambassador
Thea Montanez for talking with Ocean
onstage tonight!

13
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T ACTUALLY DIDN'T BECOME A JITLZEN LINTL [ STARTEDR
THE PROGRAM. T COULD HARDCLY PROMOTE CITIZEMNSHIP
LHLESS I RECOGHIZED THE IMPORTAMCE OF IT MYSELF

= I WILL SUPPORT AND' DEFEMD' THE CONSTITUTION
AND LANWS OF THE LIMITED STATES OF AMERICA, ...

BEEIREE. "

*IN 2023, 35% OF ALL 4222 MILLION MMIGRANT ADULTS AGES 25 AND OLIER
HAD A BACHELOR'S PEGREE OR HIGHER, A RATE SIMILAR TO THAT OF LLS.~BORN ADULTS.
SOURCE: FREQLENTLY REQUESTED STATISTICOS ON TS ANC ATION I
THE UNITED STATES, MIGRATION POLICY INSTITUTE, MARCH 2025
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CONNECTICUT’S

p—

A federally designated Minority Serving Institution that emphasizes
equity, justice, and community collaboration, UConn Hartford is proud
to partner with local institutions including Hartford Public Library to
engage our students, enhance the lives of Hartford citizens, and uplift
the neighborhood and city we call home.

UCONN

HARTFORD

hartford.uconn.edu




Serving the neighborhoods
where we work and live.

We are proud to support this year’s Beyond Words fundraiser,
benefiting the Hartford Public Library and celebrating their
critical role in our community.

EVERSSURCE

Eversource.com

Talcott Financial Group is
proud to support the Hartford
Public Library’'s commitment
to literacy, community, and
connection.

V@ TALSoTT
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LOVE THE MISSIOH

At Fire by Forge, you'll find bold
dishes crafted with purpose, local
flavors, and a mission that feeds
more than just hunger.

Every meal supports hands-on job
training and helps expand access

to healthy food in Hartford.
SCAN ME




Please join
The Caroline M. Hewins
Legacy Society

Help Hartford

Public Library

thrive for another
250 years.

Contact Gina Federico

Director of Development
gfederico@hplct.org
860.695.6338
959.529.7253
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DOWNES

CONSTRUCTION

From bricks

to bookshelves,

we're proud

to help

Hartford Public Libraries

. transform Hartford.

www.downesco.com

/

Margaret Sullivan’ Studio.
is proud to celebrate the =
impact of libraries with =~
Hartford Public Library! =

Cheers!

\(§:




Harcourt Wood
Mernorial Library

PUBLIC
LIBRARY
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3213 Elizabeth Street
Cerby, CT 06418

— Howard Fromson

Skin and Bones
sculpture by Howard Fromson

i

- - 3 4 - r-.:l'_'.l‘.l a |
Read More | See More | Know More
As Derby celebrates its 350th Year Visit the Historic
Harcourt Wood Memorial Library!

Learn about our Archives, Architecture, Art, & Events.

derbypubliclbrary.org
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CONNECTING.

COMMUNITY.

Comcast is honored to support Hartford
Public Library’s Beyond Words event and
recognizes the Library’s vital role in
empowering individuals, strengthening
neighborhoods, and fostering lifelong
learning throughout the city.

We're proud to stand alongside an
Institution that continues to make a
meaningful impact in the community.

9'75
COMCAST
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Times change.
- What matters hasn't.

communities

We are delighted to partner with org anizations i s

the Hartford Public Library that share our
commitment, and help make our communities
great places to live and work. We are proud to
sponsor the Beyond Words fundraiser and help
support The Library’s commitment to literacy;,
connection, and community.

Member FOIC

y CONNECTICUT

Celebrating Our Vibrant Latino Communities
Biftngual News, Stonies, Community Resources

Meet Your Local
Reporting Team
ctpublic.orgdatine
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hartford public library leadership

LEADERSHIP
Bridget E. Quinn
PRESIDENT AND CEO

Gwen Cannon
DIRECTOR OF HUMAN RESOURCES

Leticia Cotto
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

Gina Federico
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

Marie Jarry
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER

Brenda Miller
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CULTURE AND
COMMUNICATIONS

Homa Naficy
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, THE AMERICAN
PLACE

Gilda Roncari
DIRECTOR OF DONOR RELATIONS

Mary Tzambazakis
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER AND GENERAL
COUNSEL

BOARD MEMBERS
Karen T. Taylor, Chair

Rick Costello, Vice Chair
Daniel P. O’Shea, Jr., Treasurer
Phyllis Shikora, Secretary
Andrew B. Diaz-Matos

Carlos Galdamez

Floyd W. Green, IlI

Sara Lashetski

Patsy L. Mundy

Sarah G. Needham

Mark Overmyer-Velazquez, PhD
Margaret Sweetland Patricelli
Timothy Sullivan, Jr.

Tyrone V. Walker

Bradley Harper

Robin Zaleski

Gregory C. Davis

Director Emeritus

Geraldine P. Sullivan

Director Emerita

Arunan Arulampalam, Mayor, Ex-Officio

HPL AMBASSADORS

Ana G. Alfaro
Aura Alvarado
John F. Alves Jr.
Dean Andrews
Kristina Baldwin
David Barrett

Amy M. Barron
Mubera Begirovi¢
Jamey Bell
Shelley Best
Russell Blair
Louise Blalock
Catherine Blinder
Meryl Braunstein
Kathleen Bromage
William M. Brown
Joe D. Calafiore
Becca Carroll

Jo Champlin Casey
Barbara Chatfield
Kristen M. Clark
Susan B. Clemow
Julio Concepcion
Mark Contreras
Mary B. Coursey
Mally Cox-Chapman
Charmaine Craig
Andrew Daly

Suzette DeBeatham-Brown

Jennifer DiBella
Marc A. DiBella
Jessica Dickens
Catherine C. D’ltalia
Terry M. D’ltalia
Kevin Dix

Anne Melissa Dowling
Benjamin Dubow
Judy Dworin
Carlos Espinosa
Karen Fitzgerald
Ruth Fitzgerald
Jerry Franklin
Rhona C. Free
Tammy Freeberg
Sharron Freeman
Sandra Fromson
Shannon Frost
Marilda Gandara
Joe Gianni
Aaron Gill

2025 Ambassador

Cate Grady-Benson
Hannah Granfield-Horton
Constance Belton Green
Marion Griffin

Liz Gruber

Violette O. Haldane
Carrie Hammond
Duncan Harris

Steve Harris

Howard Hill

Jennie Hirsch

Abigail Jewett
Stephanie Johnson
Deborah Kritzman
Mary LaPorte
Courtney Larkin

Barry Lastra

Cynthia Laurencin
Joseph F. Lea

Lois F. Lewis

Nancy Macy

Jane Macy-Painter
Joyce Mandell
Katherine Martin
Gilberto Martinez
Antonio J. Matta
Duby McDowell

Thea Montanez
Christopher Montross
Pamela Morrison-Wolf
Brenda Mulero

Leah T. Murchie

Nina A. Musumeci

TJ Noel-Sullivan
Jeanna Grimes Ogbar
Cheryl Ann O’Meara
Kate Pacelle

Brewster Perkins

of Distinction
Karen Fitzgerald

Sharon Pope

Jenny Minton Quigley
Tisa Rabun-Marshall
Enid M. Rey

Belle K. Ribicoff
Cynthia Rider

Jason Rojas

Janice Rossetti
Marilyn E. Rossetti
Katie Russo

Kim Schwarz

Marc Shafer

Robert H. Smith Jr.
Sharon W. Smith
Mark Socha

Tara Spain

Donna M. Stout
Bethany Sullivan
Timothy J. Sullivan Sr.
Deidre M. Tavera
Rachel Taylor
Charles A. Teale Sr.
Carla Ten Eyck

Midge Tilney

Josye Utick

Robyne Watkin-Anson
Olivia S. White
Andrew Woods
Hyacinth M. Yennie
Joseph Young
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beyond words

25 years of the american place

The American Place coordinator, Homa Naficy, celebrates receiving her citizenship.
Photo by Marlene Melcher
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We’re putting
our heart into

this community -
today and

At The Hartford, helping people and supporting our communities is at the heart of
what we do. It’'s why we’re proud to support the Hartford Public Library.

KThe Hartford

TheHartford.com

The Hartond Inurece Gioup, ., (NYSE: HIS)aperees Bvmugh s subsidares, s e brand e, The artiors?and i headuarired l One Hartiond Plaza, e, T 6155
55340700 6 Ocober 2025 The Hartnd
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HARTFORD
PUBLIC
LIBRARY

500 Main Street
Hartford, CT 06103

HARTFORD
PUBLIC
LIBRARY

beyond words
2025

Please donate!
Your donation makes our &
community a better place!




